
 

Newsletter – March 2016 

Commodore's Corner 

Hi Everyone, 

 

KYC hosted the Interclub Regatta on the 5th and 6th March 2016. There was a lovely atmosphere 

which hung around the club throughout the weekend. Competitors came from all over with some 

even camping on the grass outside the club.  

 
We would like to thank Builders Express who gave us a generous donation to use for this event. 

Sponsorships are always greatly appreciated. I also want to say a huge thanks to Andrew Finn and 

Allan Waterston for arranging the event and overseeing everything. Without your hard work and 

dedication, this event would not be possible. Thank you also to all those who helped and assisted 

throughout the weekend. It is greatly appreciated. 

 

The Lotto money is in the bank and we are in the process of purchasing four new boats. These funds 

(R182800) may only be used for a purchasing boats and developing the sailing! 

 

Neil Sharrocks planned a lovely evening to celebrate 

St Patrick's day on the 17th March. The members who attended will agree with me that it was a huge 

success. Sharron, Neil’s wife, brought beautiful decorations back from her recent trip to Ireland to 

decorate Aches accordingly. A huge thank you must go out to them, we really appreciate all your 

effort.  

 

We are still looking for a Bosun / Maintenance Manager for the club and if anyone is interested or 

knows of someone who will do the job, then please contact me personally.  

 

The committee have decided that the restaurant will be closed on Mondays. The reason behind this 

is that the restaurant is very quiet on a Monday and there is not sufficient support to justify it being 

open. The bar however, will open at the normal time.  

 

The menu will be changing again soon. Dawn is busy with it and there will be a few more dishes 

available. Some will be old ones which we will be bringing back due to popular demand and some 

will be new dishes. Unfortunately, the prices cannot be kept the same. As we all know, the cost of 

food is very high and we have had no choice but to keep up with these prices. We do however strive 

to keep the prices as low as possible. It will not by a huge increase but there will be some increases 

on the new menu. This will also happen on the bar side.  

 

The invoices for the subscriptions were sent out to the members for the new season. The committee 

have decided to increase the subs by only 8 percent this year. If possible, could I request that each 

member make payment as soon as possible. Every year we have members who don't pay and this 

comes at a huge cost to the club as the committee must then employ an additional person to phone 

these members. 
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It’s also that time of year when we start with the preparations for the new sailing calendar for the 

next season. If there are any businesses who would like some advertising space in this booklet, then 

please phone Nicky or myself.  

 

On the 23rd April we are having the Commodores Cup combined with the Closing Cruise. I would 

like as many boats on the water and people around the club that day as possible. Let’s make it a huge 

success. It will also be the formal prize giving day for all the competitors. As usual, there will there 

be cake and tea for everyone. Kids are always welcome and I will personally make sure that there 

are some special eats for them too.  

 

As I have mentioned in the past, I would like to see the members happy at all times. The committee 

and myself as well as all the staff at the club try our best and most of the times we get it right. If 

there is something that is not working, then please let us know so that we can make an effort to 

rectify it. We cannot guarantee that it will be done immediately but it will certainly be given priority. 

Please however bear in my mind that Rome was not build in a day. But between my committee and 

myself and the KYC staff we will certainly try our level best to sort it out. 

 

I am a firm believer in open channels of communication. If you have any problems or suggestions, 

please come and discuss them with anyone of the committee members so that a solution can be 

found.  

 

Thank you all for your ongoing support.  
 
 

 

Social News – January  

 

Wednesday Lucky Draw Winners for February - March 2016 were –  
17th Feb      Charmain Teague      R520.00 

24th Feb      Tanya                         R290.00 
03rd March  Nicky                          R420.00   

09th March  Marlene Boyce           R580.00 

16th March  B v.d. Merwe              R300.00 
23rd March  Eleste Bain                 R515.00 

  
 
 

EV EVENTS for Your Diary     

 Friday 25th March                    -         Good Friday – Club Closed 

 Saturday 26th March                -         Easter Egg Hunt 

  Sunday 27th March                 -         Buffalo Bay Challenge 4 

  Saturday 16th April                  -         Commodore Cup 1 

  Saturday 23rd April                 -          Commodore Cup 2 

  Saturday 23rd April                  -         Closing Cruise 
            Please note this has move a week forward 
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Inshore Sailing 
 

Allan Waterston 

          

     

Since the last newsletter there has been a fair amount of activity on the sailing front at KYC 

 The Westminster Cup was sailed on Saturday 16 and 30 January. 

The weather forecast for 16 January was true to form and by 14:30 the predicted 15 to 20 knot 
easterly wind had arrived.  With low water at 14:35 and the effect of spring and neap tides with us 
the sand banks in the lagoon were very evident and careful sailing around these obstacles was 
required so as not to run-a-ground. 

The first race got underway with Dudley Isaac land Crew Alexi in a Spearhead leading the fleet 
down to the windward mark it was then a run up to the second mark, followed by a beat on the 
return leg of the course.  Once round the mark the wind produced the opportunity for a 
spectacular reach back past the club house before rounding the top mark and then finishing.  A 
second race was also sailed.  The strong winds did however bring some casualties, in the form of 
broken boats, not sailors and when the second race got underway in very similar conditions, there 
was a reduced fleet. 

A comment heard after sailing in the car park from a spectator, a Knysna resident, who had come 
down to show off one of Knysna’s attractions, KYC, said that she never realised there was such a 
lot of fun in sailing. 

The final results for the Westminster Cup were trophy were 1st Dudley Isaac, 2nd Magqaza Sanele 
and 3rd Colin Mathiesen.  Juniors : 1st JP Kriel, 2nd Jason Lamick, 3rd Samuel Marais  

Mackinac Trophy Saturday 23/24 January 

This was a great weekend for Knysna Sailors, going off in different directions to fly the KYC 
colours at annual events, in different parts of the country.   

Some went west to Port Owen to sail in the Port Owen River Race, our juniors east to Redhouse 
Yacht Club on the Swartkops River just outside Port Elizabeth to sail in the inter-club while the 
local sailors took to the water to sail the Mackinac up river race from Belvidere.  This annual event 
and Trophy are sponsored by Jock McConnachie of Timber Village with Mike and Sue Mills of 
Belvidere Manor providing Steak rolls and refreshments on Saturday after sailing which were 
enjoyed by the sailors and supporters. 

So a weekend of river races! 

One can never rely totally on the Knysna weather forecast which had indicated rain, however, 
Saturday dawned a little misty but by mid-morning the sun was shining through with a fairly strong 
south easterly blowing.  High tide at 15:56 added some water to the upper reaches of the lagoon 
improving sailing conditions and the afternoon wind at about 16 knots required some hard work 
but produced exhilarating sailing.  Two races were sailed by the eleven boats that took to the 
water, including an Enterprise from Belvidere, which was great to see. 

The first race was relatively short at 3,9kms, but the second some 7,9kms involved sailing from 
the jetty at Belvidere across to the railway bridge at Brenton on Lake (fondly known as the Donkey 
Bridge) and then up to Salt River, before returning to Belvidere.  The winds were excellent and 
some of the best sailing was enjoyed by all participants.   

Sunday morning the skies were overcast and not much wind, however by 14:45 when the first 
race of the day got underway the winds had picked up a little and a short race of about 2kms was 
sailed just off the Belvidere jetty.  This was followed by a 5km course, taking the fleet close to the 



 
White Bridge before returning to Belvidere.  The light winds on Sunday again tested the fleet and 
at the end of the day Georgou Divaris took the honours in the senior fleet sailing a Laser 4.7 with 
his brother Marcos taking honours in the much depleted junior fleet on a Tera Sport.  Second and 
third in the senior fleet were Peter Unite (Laser 4.7) and Andrew Finn (Laser radial) respectively. 

In the east at Redhouse our sailors Sanele Magqaza sailing a Laser 4.7, JP Kriel a Tera Pro and 
Wanga Mbabe with John Fowler as crew, did us proud taking third place in the Laser, Tera and 
Gypsy fleets , well done guys and thank you John for stepping in to crew for Wanga. 

 

Club Class Championships Saturday 6 February  

The third round of the Club Class Championships was sailed in light variable winds.  The forecast 
for the day was fairly strong wind, from mid day however the wind only picked up late in the 
afternoon after the sailors had drifted along and at one stage with the strong current brought about 
by the tide on the ebb some sailors even get to go backwards.  The waters of the lagoon certainly 
provide their challenges. 

Nine boats took to the water with our junior fleet somewhat depleted with four juniors having gone 
to Hermanus to take part in the Western Cape Grand Slam regatta. 

Two races were sailed with John Fowler (Laser), Colin Mathiesen (Laser 4.7) and Wanga Mbabe 
(Gypsy) taking first, second and third place respectively in the days racing.   

On Saturday 27 February the final round of the KYC Club Class Championships was sailed on in 
light winds of between 5 and 10 knots. 

There was a disappointingly small turn out for the event but the sailors were able to get in two 
races.  The light winds and the strong current, as a result of a rising tide, again showed that local 
knowledge and a careful strategy was what was required.  Knowing the eddies, the wind and the 
sand banks in the Knysna Lagoon certainly paid dividends.  Dudley Isaac on Finn who only sailed 
two of the four races in the series took line honours on the day but was beaten by Colin Mathiesen 
on a Laser 4.7 who, having sailed in the first round, had sailed all races; just going to prove that 
you need to spend time on the water if you are going to get to that winning position.  In the juniors 
Devoundrey Slinger sailing a Tera Pro, again having sailed all races took line honours from JP 
Kriel.  

Inter-club 

The annual inter-club regatta, the highlight of our sailing calendar sponsored by Builders 
Warehouse, was held over the weekend of 5/6th March, with some 82 boats representing 7 
different clubs from the EDEN District and the Western and Eastern Cape regions took part in the 
event.   

Forecast winds from the weekend were no very promising however being Knysna this turned out 
not be correct and three races were sailed in winds from zero to 18 knots.  Sunday was a very 
different picture.  A long course with the top mark being set off Leisure Island near the Heads was 
set giving the sailors a different view of the Lagoon.  Wind was fair to start with and local 
knowledge played a huge role in the success of the front runners in this race.  Conditions however 
deteriorated and following the rain the wind died, this was complicated by a flooding tide.  With 
competitors being unable to make any way at all the race was abandoned.  

The regatta was won by Redhouse Sailing Club.   

On behalf of Knysna Yacht Club a big thank you to all who took part and particularly those who 
travelled from as far afield as Cape Town and Port Elizabeth as well as the bridge crew, Libby and 
Walter Robinson from MBYBC and Cathy Avierinos and Jeremy Dee from GLYC. 

On the ground at KYC Roger and his merry men cleared the grass making way for campers, 
Dawn and her team ensured that there was sustenance for the sailors and Nicholas and Mzikisi 
assisted with boat launching. 



 

        

Western Cape Grand Slam regatta  

With results in from the Grand Slam KYC and George Lakes sailors again showed what they can 
do in the various classes: 

 Sanele Magquaza  sailing a Laser 4.7 took top podium position; 

 Bhekumezi Hani sailing a Laser 4.7 took second 

 William and Lucinda Edwards took top podium position sailing a Hobie 16 

 Dudley Isaac third sailing a Finn 

 Georgou Divaris and Ferdinand Holm top podium position sailing a Fireball and  

 JP Kriel leading the Tera Pros 

Congratulations and well done to each of them, conditions were challenging with strong winds 

 

Lastly but by no means least we would like to thank all who give up their time to come down to the 
club to support our sailors either on the Bridge, providing rescue duties or as spectators.  In 
addition there are members who gladly make their craft available without all of this support we 
could not do what we do.   

 

 

We need Volunteers for Bridge & Rescue for Sailing on Saturday’s.   

Should you be interested, please contact Nicky in the office. 

 

        Power boat training skippers ticket 
On Saturday 27 February a training course was held for power boat skippers in 
preparation for examining in respect of SAMSA certificates of competency.  Due to the 
short notice given, a small group of five candidates were put through their paces and 
successfully completed their examination allowing the issue of SAMSA Category R and 
Category E certificates of competency depending on the level of experience of the 
respective candidate.  With these certificates the holders are now in a position to 
undertake a safety course which is directed at the methodology to be applied in different 
rescue situations.  These are important skills, required to enable our rescue boats and 
crews to operate more efficiently when assisting during regattas and club racing. 

A further course is planned for 13/14 August 2016.  

If you are interested in attending please contact Allan Waterston by email at 
mwwally@mweb.co.za.  If there are sufficient numbers it may be able to negotiate a 
discounted fee for the course.  The maximum number that can be accommodated in one 
session, which lasts a day, is 12. 
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Offshore Sailing 

                               
Sailing Vessel “Clarity” underway                          SV “Gemini” underway 
 
Geoff Goddard 
 

The Keeler Interest Group, Saturday meets continue to be a popular element of KYC 
starting with a hearty breakfast from the Galley and a short address on all things nautical 
from our evergreen mentor Roger Clancy. 
Thereafter (weather and sea state permitting) short day sails of around 15NM are 
achieved with member fleet vessels and allocated crews, this giving valuable sea time 
and experience to experts and novices alike. 
Anyone interested in joining the group are invited to contact Glenn Hansen 
(0825589747) or Roger Clancy (0836900214)  
 

                
Raft up after aborting Buffalo Bay Challenge                   Cap’tn Clancy in a deep thought 
 
The scheduled Buffalo's Bay challenges are proving to be difficult to realise with the 
weather and sea state not playing along. The organisers are of the opinion that future 
events should be scheduled no more than a week in advance in line with favourable 
weather forecasts with e-mail & SMS notification. Member input and suggestions are 
welcomed in this regard. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



 

For Sale 

Entry level boats for kids to learn to sail on for sale. 

1. Optimist 

2. 09er 

If interested please contact Allan Waterston : 083 226 6028 
 

Restaurant – When can you dine at the club  

                                 
 
PLEASE NOTE THAT THE RESTAURANT WILL NOT BE OPEN ON MONDAY’S                 

Breakfast  8:30 – 12:00 
Lunch     12:00 – 14:00 
Dinner    18:00 – 21:00     Wednesday and Friday nights 
Please phone 044 382 0166 to Reserve your table. 
 
BAR 
The bar hours for Sunday’s have been changed, and is now open from 
14h00 – 22h00 
 
We would also like to thank the Staff in the Restaurant & Kitchen for all their hard work,  
which sometimes goes unnoticed. 
 

Donations  

                                             

KYC would like to thank Mr Paul Messenger for kindly donating the new Jungle Gym.

 



 
Mr Fowler donated this beautiful framed photo of “Storm” built in Knysna in 2003 in 
memory of Isabel Baleta. 

 

Mr Roger Boughton, former member of KYC, swapped burgees with KYC. 

He extends an invitation to any member of KYC to join him for a drink at Blundellsands 
Sailing Club, Liverpool which was formed in 1907. 

 

WANTED SMALL OUTBOARD MOTOR 

Our Sailing Academy is in need of a small outboard motor for the rubber duck that is 
used whilst training junior sailors.  The current 9.9 hp Suzuki has been going for many 
years and has just given notice that it has had enough; it has been taken in for repairs, 
but the initial prognosis is that we will be starting down the slippery slide in terms of 
ongoing cost. 
 
If you have a second hand motor of similar size or a bit bigger 15hp, possibly standing in 
your garage that is no longer being used please consider donating it to the club, ensuring 
that training can continue in safety. 
 
Contact Nicky in the office on 044 382 5724 or email her at 
secretary@knysnayachtclub.com 

 

Crazy world of Sailing – Funnies for the month 

                                          “ 

                             
 

New Email addresses for Committee Members 

Please take note of the following New email addresses: 

President                      Bossi Monson  082 490 8451           president@knysnayachtclub.com    

Commodore                 Albert Lombard 082 882 8159           commodore@knysnayachtclub.com 

Vice Commodore          Neil Sharrocks 082 412 2196           vicecommodore@knysnayachtclub.com 

Treasurer                      Pat Robinson  072 821 1662            treasurer@knysnayachtclub.com 

mailto:president@knysnayachtclub.com
mailto:commodore@knysnayachtclub.com
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mailto:treasurer@knysnayachtclub.com


 
Admin                          Rob Clark        044 382 0166 (off)     admin@knysnayachtclub.com 

Secretary                     Nicky Sachs    044 382 5724 (off)     secretary@knysnayachtclub.com 

Accounts                      Rob Clark        044 382 0166 (off)     accounts@knysnayachtclub.com 

 

 

 

 

 

 
The editor would like to thank all the contributors for their input and photos and Albert Lombaard for making 
the colour copies available at the club for the first couple of weeks each month. 
The editor asks for apologies where photo credits are not given. 
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