
 

Newsletter – September 2015 

Commodore's Corner 

Albert Lombaard 

 

September has finally arrived albeit not under the best weather conditions! Summer is around 

the corner and with this comes fun on the water!  

 

After a successful Opening Cruise last Saturday, I would like to extend a very big thank you to 

each and every one who made it such a huge success. By the comments and posts it seems as 

though everyone enjoyed themselves. It was wonderful to see so many boats and canoes on 

the water. Everyone on and off the water was smiling and having a good time. The boats were 

all dressed to the nines and a big thank you to the canoeists for your very well timed salute! 

The Best dressed boat Award was taken by Emil & Sesel Moller on SV ‘Sessy’ with Geoff 

Goddard, Anton Heymann and Julie Middleton in SV ‘Gemini’ taking 2nd place and Jock 

McConnachie in the Solent Scow SV ‘Clemency’, owned by Pippa Jarmin, in 3rd place. 

 

I always say that it is not one person who makes the Club, but all of us put together. Martin 

Luther King always said that he had a dream and so do I. Mine is to make this club as 

successful as possible with the help of everyone who is a member. Together we can make a 

difference. Let's work together to build our club into the best in the country although I think we 

are very close to being that already .  

 

I attended a Commodore's meeting in Cape Town a week ago. It was nice to hear all their 

comments and I have to add that based on what they are saying, our Club is in a very good 

state. The previous committee has done us proud and we must build on that. Many of the other 

clubs are facing huge challenges. Some financially, while others have leases which have expired 

and Portnet is not in favour of renewing them. We are very privileged to in the situation which 

we are in!  

 

Let's look after our Club and build on it together. After all it is our Club.  

 

If anyone has any suggestions or maybe a problem with something, please feel free to contact 

me. My door is always open for ideas and comments.  

 

Albert Lombaard  

E-Mail - albert@lombkor.co.za  

Office number - 044 - 3826008  

 

 

    

       

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Our Opening Cruise is not complete without our traditional Pipers band 

KNYSNA YACHT CLUB 
Established 1910 
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From Left, clockwise:  SV Amber, SV Sessy, 
all ages enjoyed the Opening Cruise day at 
KYC, Warrick and Jean, Chick Ramsey ready 
to take the salute 

 

 

 
 

 
Photo’s courtesy of Sue Brandt 

Social News – January & February                            

Wednesday Lucky Draw Winners for August were –  
  5th Susan Campbell R228 
12th Tony & Ansie  R240 
19th Barbarra Collins R175 
26th Patsy Hoffman #60 R224 
 

No Friday Lucky Draw Winner for August 

 
Congratulations Lovemore from us all  
Lovemore Tembo is newly appointed to the position of Bar Manager as from 

this month.  And Welcome Patrick John who has joined us as our new 

Barman. 
 

 
 

EV EVENTS for Your Diary    (Blue = Sailing; Red = Social)   (Blue = Sailing; Red  

 Saturday 05 September: Club Class Championships 1 

 Saturday 12 September: Dewar Shield 1/Active Cup 1 

 Saturday 19 September: Dewar Shield 2 

 Sunday 20 September: Bart’s Bash 

 Sunday 20 September: Music Hour by Somerset College Music Ensembles 

 Saturday 27 September: Founders Trophy 1/Active Cup 2 

 Saturday 03 Oktober: KYC Beerfest Time 
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Don’t forget Happy Hour at KYC - Wednesday 
evenings and Saturday Barman’s Call! 

 

Keep track of what is going by registering your number 
on our SMS system or look up on Our Facebookpage 
:https://www.facebook.com/knysnayachtclub?ref=hl  for 
updates on Events and see all the Club photos! 

Inshore Sailing 
William Edwards 

 

Hobie Cat Southern Africa's container was filled to capacity with 6 Hobie Tigers ,2 hobie 16s 

and 2 Hobie 14's which was shipped to Italy and then by road to lake Garda for the World 

Hobie Championships 2015. 

  

All the boats had to be re assembled in very tight confines and 40 degree midday 

temperatures. Blaine Dodds was the first to compete in the Hobie 14 World Champs and 

proceeded to demonstrate his legendary ability by emerging victorious by a clear margin. This 

was the first time Blaine has won the 14 Worlds and only the second time a South African has 

won this iconic event. Meanwhile daughter Roxanne was crewing for current ladies world 

champion Bella Zanesco in the Ladies European champs and were unlucky not to win after a 

some what unclear protest. They still finished a credible 3rd. 

  

The Hobie Tiger Worlds, 29 July – 1 August, was next and was sure to be tightly contested 

with no less than 4 ex World Champions and the current Tiger World champs in the form 

of Robbie Lovig and Andy Dinsdale from Australia. Unfortunately, Roxanne, who was crewing 

for South African Mark Koppel, was involved in a nasty collision which sunk their boat and 

put Roxanne in hospital. However we were all relieved to see her the next day sporting a smile 

and a neck brace. 

  
Left:  Podium finishes for 3 South African teams 
at the  Hobie Tiger Worlds and above, William & 

Lucinda Edwards holding the Winners Cup at the Pro-Sail Cat World Event 
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William and Douglas Edwards took an early lead on the first day and managed to build this to 

an 8 point lead by the end of day two , the other top contenders were struggling with 

consistency and black flags. But it was on day three that Blaine and Peter Blaine came 

storming back with 3 firsts and a second revelling in the stronger conditions but not quite 

enough to catch William and Douglas who were crowned the World champions . There were 

celebrations all around as history was made with 3 South African teams which included two 

KYC  father and son teams ascended the podium.  It became evident later that evening that 

William's Tiger skills were far better than his bicycle skills!                                

   

Germany and the island of Sylt was the next regatta for KYC couple William and Lucinda 

Edwards, who are the current Hobie 16 South African national champions. They were invited to 

sail the Pro Sail World Cat, 13-16 August, which is by invitation only and limited to the highest 

ranking crews from 10 countries. William and Lucinda were overwhelmed by this well 

organized and well sponsored event with accommodation and all food and beverages included. 

There were 4 days of very tight racing  providing a spectacle for the 5 000 spectators as 

the boats double trapezed in through the surf on a tight reach to finish within seconds of each 

other on the beach. William and 

Lucinda were eventual winners 

followed closely by Jens Gorits 

the current German National 

Champion and in third was Daniel 

and Nicolaj Bjornholt current 

Danish champion and Hobie 

16 European silver medallist. 

 

Back at home our sailors are 

tightening lines and polishing 

hulls – ready for the new Sailing 
Season. Pictured hard at work are 
Ryan Hughes, Devaundrey Slinger & 

Jason Lameck. 
 
 
 

 
 

Offshore Sailing 
 
There is sure to be news next month !. 
 

Canoeing 

Paul Dugmore 

The Breede River pre-race 
The first of the Breede Canoe Marathon pre-races in 
early August was attended by the K2 teams of Darren 
Berry and Nelson Das Fontes and Grant and Claire 
Lemke, plus k1 paddler Paul Dugmore and seconder 
Sue Das Fontes. The river was running at an excellent 
level which seems unlikely to be repeated for the main 
race on the 5/6th of September which starts in 
Robertson. In spite of the fact that it was Darren and 
Claire's first Breede experience the Knysna paddlers all 
finished in the top third overall of a strong field. 

 
Piictured Above Right: Grant and Claire Lemke, Nelson das Fontes, Darren Berry, Paul Dugmore 
 
Canoe Polo 
Sunday canoe polo is proving to be a great hit with the kids, so much so that the players now need to be 
split into different groups to accommodate them all. It is worth going down to the Quays on a Sunday to see 
what fun they are having and see the growing enthusiam for the sport. Thanks to the dads for all the 
coaching and safety drills. 



 

 
 

 
 

 
Water polo pictures s by Joanne Tanner 
 

Queensland Tropics Expedition 
Race 
Graham Bird and Hanno Smit 
recently entered the Australian leg of the 
Adventure Racing World Series and did fantastically to 
come in in second place just one and a half hours behind the 
leaders in a time of 131 hours 53 minutes. The race which is 
completed in teams of four included both ocean and river paddling. The Merrell 
Adventure Addicts team is now ranked tenth in the world! P 
 
Pctured are   Graham Bird, left, and Hanno Smit, right 

 
ICF Canoe Sprint World Championships 
The Canoe Club was represented by Gabriel Van Wyk in Milan, Italy where he was one of the youngest 
paddlers in the South African senior team.  Gabriel and his team mate Louis Hattingh made an 8th in their 
hotly contested 200m K2 heat finishing only 4.5 seconds behind the leaders in a time of 36.2s. 
                                
Congratulations to all our competitors! 
 

Administration 
Tracey Young 

 

Thank you to those members – and non-members – who gave me feedback regarding the wheel 

donated to the Knysna Yacht Club.  

The beautiful wheel from ‘SV William Weller’ we have in the Clubhouse was donated to us 

when the Pilot Steamtug ‘SV William Weller’ was broken up in Port Elizabeth between 1900-

1999. 

The ‘William Weller’ was a single skrew, coal fired, steamtug that was built in Venice, Italy in 

1958 and, together with 4 other identical vessels, towed to South Africa. These tugs were named 



 
after Nautical Advisers to the Harbours Administration, with William Weller being Port Captain 

in Port Elizabeth, Durban and Cape Town in the period 1930 - 1940.  

The William Weller was commissioned on 25 June, 1959 in Algoa Bay. 

After it was decommissioned by the Harbours Administration it was given to the Navy Sea 

Cadets to use but being coal fired it was too expensive for them to maintain and they tried to 

sell it back to the Port Authorities.  After a long time inactive the vessel was cut up and the 

parts distributed.  

William Weller retired to Knysna in 1944, was a keen yachtsman and Vice-Commodore of the 

Knysna Yacht Club 

 

We appeal to anybody who has a copy of the Knysna Yacht Club Calender for the year 

2010/2011 – please let the Club Secretary scan this as our Archive copy is missing. 

 

Please note that the new Club Secretary Office hours are: 

Monday to Friday, 08h00-13h00 

 

The following unallocated deposits have been made into our account for membership fees.  

If any of these are yours kindly advise urgently. 

Date Received Reference Used Total Received 

03 June 2015 R01FA2YDO WORLDPAY R1505.00 

11 June 2015 Knysna Yacht Club R1040.00 

13 June 2015 606268 R1630.00 

12 August 2015 ROPACE CONSTRUCTION R1610.00 

22 August 2015 ABSA BANK KYC R1610.00 

 

Our Annual Calender 2015/16  is published full of wonderful memories – please pick up 

your hardcopy from the Yacht Club.  This Calender is also available as a download from the 

Website. 

 

Please note that NO Parking is allowed in front of the Garages – through necessity we 

are going to have to put chains up in this area to stop parking.  Please remember to look out 

for these when reversing from the diagonal parking bays. 

 
 

 

Thought for the Month 

IRISH PHILOSOPHY 

There are only two things to worry about, either you are healthy or you are sick.  
If you are healthy, then there is nothing to worry about.  
If you are sick there are only two things to worry about. 
Either you will get well or you will die.  
If you get well, then there is nothing to worry about.  
If you die there are only two things to worry about. 
Either you will go to Heaven or to Hell.  
If you go to Heaven, then there is nothing to worry about.  
And if you go to Hell, you'll be so busy shaking hands with your friends you won't have time to 
worry! 
So why worry?  

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 
The editor would like to thank all the contributors for their input and photos and Albert Lombaard for making 
the colour copies available at the club for the first couple of weeks each month. 
The editor asks for apologies where photo credits are not given. 


